
October Contributions:  3rd 
- $; 10th - $; 17th - $; 24th - 
$; 31st - $ :Building Fund - 
$810.00; Saxony Lutheran 
High School - $400.00; 
Lutheran’s For Life - $185.00.  
The portion of our October 
contributions that are used to 
run the church averages 
$4337.00 per Sunday.  Our 
needs each week are 
$6303.00.  As you can see, 
our contributions fall below 
what is need to effectively 
run our church by 
approximately $1454.00 each 
week.  Please consider this 
with prayer when you decide 
on the amount you can 
contribute each week. 

 Concordia Lutheran Church 
10172 Highway C 

Frohna, MO 
573.824.5435 

concordiafrohna@att.net 
Website: concordiafrohna.org 

 

Rev. Rod A. Benkendorf, Pastor 
Email – revbenkendorf@gmail.com 

Phone—314.704.8202 
 

Welcome to Concordia 
A Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod Congregation 

 

If you are our guest, please fill out a visitor card (in the pew rack behind the 
Communion cards) and either place it in the offering plate or hand it to an 
usher after the service.  If you worship regularly with us and have a new 

address, a prayer request or a message for the pastor or the church office, 
you are welcome to use the visitor card to share that with us.  Thank you!  

The back pews are reserved for families with small children. 
A nursery is available in our multi-purpose room on the side of the Narthex. 

Large-print bulletins are available from the usher. 
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The Second Sunday in Advent 
Sunday, December 10, 2017 

DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING FOUR 

Opening Hymn:  “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People”                      LSB 347  

Invocation, Confession & Absolution LSB 203 

Introit (Psalm 80) 
P: Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved! 

C: Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock! You who 

are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth. 

P: You brought a vine out of Egypt; it took deep root and filled the land. 

C: Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved! 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
P: Restore us, O God;  

C: let your face shine, that we may be saved!  

Kyrie (spoken) LSB 204 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
  

P:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 
P:   Let us pray. 

P:  Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, 

that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through 

the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 Old Testament Reading                                                 Isaiah 40:1–11 
1
Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 

2
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry 

to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received 

from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins. 
3
A voice cries: “In the wilderness 

prepare the way of the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
4
Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the 

uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 
5
And the glory of 

the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the 

Lord has spoken.” 
6
A voice says, “Cry!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All flesh is 

grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field. 
7
The grass withers, the flower 

fades when the breath of the Lord blows on it; surely the people are grass. 
8
The 

grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever. 
9
Get you 

up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice with 

strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of 

Judah, “Behold your God!” 
10

Behold, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm 

rules for him; behold, his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 
11

He 
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will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; he will 

carry them in his bosom, and gently lead those that are with young.  

P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

   C:  Thanks be to God. 

Gradual 
P: Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion. 

C: Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem. 
P: Behold, your king is coming to you; 

C: righteous and having salvation. 
P: Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

C: From the house of the Lord we bless you. 

 Epistle Reading                  2 Peter 3:8–14 
8
But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a 

thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 
9
The Lord is not slow to fulfill his 

promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any 

should perish, but that all should reach repentance. 
10

But the day of the Lord will 

come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly 

bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on 

it will be exposed. 
11

Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of 

people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, 
12

waiting for and 

hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set 

on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! 
13

But 

according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which 

righteousness dwells. 
14

Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be 

diligent to be found by him without spot or blemish, and at peace.  

    P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

   C:  Thanks be to God. 

Adult Choir: “A Little Child Will Come to Lead Us” 

Alleluia and Verse  LSB 205 

Holy Gospel                  Mark 1:1–8 
1
The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

2
As it is written in 

Isaiah the prophet, “Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will 

prepare your way, 
3
the voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of 

the Lord, make his paths straight,’” 
4
John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and 

proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 
5
And all the country 

of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized by him in 

the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
6
Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and 

wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and wild honey. 
7
And he 

preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of whose 
sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 

8
I have baptized you with water, 

but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

    P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 

Nicene Creed LSB 206 
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Children’s Message 

Sermon Hymn:  “The Day Is Surely Drawing Near”    LSB 508 

Sermon:  “SINCE You Are Waiting, Be Diligent” 2 Peter 3:8-14 

Offering 

Prayers of the Church:  (Congregational response:  Hear our prayer) 

Service of the Sacrament LSB 208 

Distribution Hymns: 
Children’s Choir 
“Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord” LSB 637 

Children’s Choir 

“Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared”     LSB 622 
“Jesus Comes Today with Healing” LSB 620 

Post-Communion Canticle:  Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 

Post-Communion Collect LSB 212 

Benedicamus LSB 212 

Benediction LSB 212 

Closing Hymn:  “Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding”       LSB 345 

Announcements 

Postlude 

Participants in this Morning’s Service 
  

Greeters: Clifford and Kathy Stueve 
Organist: Lynn Mueller 
Children’s Choir Director: Tammy Petzoldt 
Acolyte: Emma Voelker 
Elder: Alan Grebing 
Ushers: Kent Luckey, Andrew Bohnert, 
 Mike Barich, Jason Klaus 
Audio/Visual Team: Troy Petzoldt, Pat Petzoldt 

  

Welcome:   We extend a warm welcome to all who have come to worship with us 
today. The purpose of Advent in the church year is to focus our attention on the 
Coming of Christ – His first Coming and His Second Coming. But focus isn’t enough. 
Focus should result in action. Hear the Word of the Lord. 

A Word of God to chew on this week: 
8
For by grace you have been saved through 

faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 
9
not a result of works, so that 

no one may boast. Ephesians 2:8–9 (ESV) Think about it. Talk about it. Memorize it. 
Take this wonderful food from God, and let it strengthen you. 

 

New Members?: Are you interested in becoming a member, or know of somebody 
who is interested in becoming a member at Concordia? Please contact Pastor 
Benkendorf at 824-5435 or revbenkendorf@gmail.com. He will gladly and willingly talk 
to any, and all, who are interested in becoming members of Concordia, Frohna. 

Church Attendance: Worship – 166, one year ago – 171; Adult Bible Class – 21, one 
year ago – 23 
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This Week’s Schedule 
 

Today, Dec. 10 After Worship 
After Worship 

2-5 p.m. 

Youth Baked Goods Table 
Scrip Sales 
Concordia LYF 

Tues., Dec. 12 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m. 
 

7 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 

Circuit Pastors’ Conference at  
Immanuel, Altenburg 
Church Council 
Dartball-Frohna at Hanover 

Wed., Dec. 13 9 a.m. 
4 p.m. 
7 p.m. 

Bible Study 
Advent Worship at Concordia 
Advent Worship 

Thurs. & Fri., 
Dec. 14 & 15 

2-9 p.m. Christmas Country Church Tour 
(Bring finger foods to multi-purpose room) 

Thurs., Dec. 14 5:45 p.m. 
 

5:45 p.m. 
 

7:30 p.m. 

EPC Wildcats’ Basketball vs. 
IC Eagle Ridge at IC, Jackson (Away)  
EPC Lady Wildcats’ Basketball vs. Trinity, 
Cape (C & A Teams) (Away) 
Adult Choir 

Fri., Dec. 15 6:30 p.m. EPC Lady Wildcats’ Basketball vs. 
Guardian Angel (B & A Teams) (Away) 

Sat., Dec. 16 5:30 p.m. Worship, with Holy Communion, at 
Concordia 

Sun., Dec. 17 8 a.m. 
9 a.m. 

After Worship 
After Worship 

 

Bible Class 
Worship 
Youth Baked Goods Table 
Concordia Voters’ Budget Meeting 
Crisis Center Donations Due 

 

 

Announcements 

The poinsettias gracing the sanctuary during the Advent and Christmas Season 
were given by Edgar and Della Dreyer; Mike and Cindy Barich; Ted and Sandy 
Oberndorfer; the Family of Ray and Millie Grebing; Bob, Amy, and Carson Birk; Marvin 
and Aileen Petzoldt; Boyd, Jenny, and Dalton France; Peggy Scholl; Jeremiah, Kelly, 
Mallory, and Rylan Kohlfeld; Concordia Adult Choir, in memory of Norma Mueller; and 
Clarence and Mildred Grebing, in memory of Rhonda Grebing. 

Thank you to you who came and decorated the church indoors and outside. The 
hours you have given to beautify the church will be enjoyed and appreciated by the 
worshippers throughout the Advent and Christmas Season!  

If you would like to receive a copy of the Lutheran Witness in 2018, please sign 
the sheet on the south buffet.  The order will be placed based on the number of sign-
ups on the sheet.  

Please pick up your copy of “The Lutheran Witness” today! – The December 
issue is available on the north buffet.   

Please pick up your 2018 church contribution envelopes from the multi-purpose 
room.  

Advent continues this week. Please come to the Midweek Services on  
Wednesdays, December 13 and 20, at 7 p.m. to further prepare yourself for the 
Birthday of our Lord and Savior. Concordia will also have Advent Worship at 4 p.m.  
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A new Greeter’s Schedule will be published in December.  If you are interested in 
adding your name to the list of people who welcome members and visitors to church 
services, please contact the church office by this Wednesday, December 13.   

A Time to Serve: The Christmas Country Church Tour will be held this Thursday 
and Friday, December 14 and 15, from 2-9 p.m. Our church will welcome many 
guests during the church tour. This is a time to serve our visitors, welcoming them to 
our church, witnessing our faith, and bringing food for refreshment to those traveling 
from all directions. We will be hosting two busloads (100 visitors) Friday afternoon, 
arranged by KFUO and Pastor Mark Hawkinson. Come to greet and serve our guests! 
Each year we host 400-500 guests. Please bring finger foods of any kind to the 
multi-purpose room on Thursday and Friday. A sign-up schedule is on the south 
buffet if you will come to welcome and serve our visitors. A Christmas Country 
Church Tour brochure, including a map with all the  locations on tour, is 
available on the south buffet. 

Donations to Regional Family Crisis Center:  The LWML is sponsoring free-will 
donations to the Regional Family Crisis Center in Perryville. Items are being collected 
in a specially-marked box in the multi-purpose room. Some suggested items to donate 
are: brushes, gas cards, Wal-Mart gift cards, white socks, pajamas, body wash, hair 
spray, mousse, house shoes, adult coloring books, colored pencils, craft kits, journals, 
nail care kits, hair accessories, body pillows, wallets, yarn, and copy paper.  A 
complete list is on the bulletin board. Please have your items in place by next Sunday,               
December 17.  Thanks for your help. 

Reports Due – Reports from the secretaries and treasurers of the LWML, Children’s 
Choir, Kitchen Committee, etc. for the Annual Report are due in the Church Office no 
later than Sunday, January 7, 2018.  If the report has been generated on the 
computer, please provide it to the church office via e-mail (concordiafrohna@att.net), 
on a flash drive, or CD.  Digital format is preferred; however, if your report needs to be 
typed by the Church Secretary, please provide it as soon as possible.  Thank you for 
being prompt! 

The family of Norma Mueller wishes to express its appreciation to Pastor 
Benkendorf, the members of Concordia congregation, the Concordia Adult Choir, the 
Concordia LWML, and those who served the luncheon. Your support and expression 
of Christian love has been so meaningful for our family. May God bless you all. 

Bob and Darlene Bachmann’s new phone number is 573-228-6795.  

November Contributions:  5
th
 – $4,674.50, 12

th
 – $7,718.67, 19

th
 – $5,204.01,       

23
rd 

(Thanksgiving) – $4,860.00, 26
th
 – $4,639.50; Capital Improvement Fund – 

$250.00; Saxony Lutheran High School Scholastic Fund – $255.00; Lutheran World 
Relief Door Offering – $587.30; and Lutheran Heritage Foundation (this is the first time 
for this) – $30.00  

LYF Notes 

LYF-Sponsored Diaper Drive – The LYF is accepting donations of diapers for foster 
families in Cape, Perry, and Bollinger Counties (the supplier is no longer able to fulfill 
the current need for diapers). For the month of December, they are requesting sizes    
2 and 3 (preferred brands: Luvs, Pampers, Huggies, Wal-Mart, Dollar General). 
Please bring your donations to church on Sunday or bring them to the church office. 
The goal for total number of diapers by the end of the year is 500 boxes.  
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Saxony Lutheran High School Notes 

A Christmas Concert, featuring the band and choirs, will be held on Monday, 
December 18, at 7 p.m. in the Gerhard Birk Gymnasium. A free-will offering will be 
collected.  

Neighboring Church & Community Notes 

A Breakfast and Bake Sale, sponsored by the Men’s Club, is being held today, 
December 10, with serving until 11:30 a.m. at St. Joseph Church Hall, Apple Creek. 
The menu will include sausage, scrambled eggs, fried potatoes, biscuits and gravy, 
homemade coffeecake, fruit, and drink. The cost of the meal will be $8 for adults and 
$4 for children 5-12. Carry-outs will be available. 

An International Christmas Program, sponsored by Hanover's Old Church, will be 
held today, December 10, at 2 p.m. in the Old Historic Hanover Church, Cape 
Girardeau. Sing familiar Christmas hymns in unfamiliar languages.  Also, the Symbols 
of Christmas will be explained.  Refreshments will follow the program.  

The Annual Christmas Concert will be held today, December 10, at 3 p.m. at 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Perryville. Selections will be performed by the Rejoicing 
Ringers, Jubilate Singers, ILS Handbell Choir, and Men’s Choir. All are invited to 
attend. 

The Annual Christmas Choral Concert, presented by the Trinity Choral Society, will 
be held next Sunday, December 17, at 7 p.m. in the historic Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Altenburg. Sam Boxdorfer of Perryville, will be the special guest pianist. A reception 
will be held in the Lutheran Heritage Center & Museum following the concert.  

A Christmas Concert, hosted by the Music Ministries of St. Andrew, will be held next 
Sunday, December 17, at 2 p.m. at St. Andrew Lutheran Church, Cape Girardeau. 
Refreshments will follow the concert.  

Donations Requested for Lutheran Home residents—Many of the residents of the 
Lutheran Home have no family to share Christmas with, and some have no one to 
even visit them. The Lutheran Home’s goal is to make sure each and every resident 
receives a Christmas gift. Currently, the Lutheran Home has over 250 residents on 
campus that they are trying to accommodate. Donations of inexpensive items such as 
lotion sets, tissues, gripper socks, chapstick, scarves, blankets, markers, devotion 
books, hand mirrors, puzzle books, and adult coloring books are being requested. 
Each item collected will be wrapped and given out at Christmas. All items can be 
dropped off at the Lutheran Home.  

The 13
th

 Annual Christmas Tree Exhibit, with more than 50 themed trees, German 
and American Christmas Collections, including Nativity scenes, and a Santa 
Extravaganza exhibit, is open every day (except Christmas Day and New Year’s Day) 
from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. at the Lutheran Heritage Center & Museum in Altenburg. 
Admission is free. The Lutheran Heritage Center & Museum will be open from 9 a.m.- 
9 p.m. on Thursday and Friday, December 14 and 15, for the Christmas Country 
Church Tour. 

Lutheran Family & Children’s Services (LFCS) Notes 

Will you help support Lutheran Family & Children’s Services to answer more calls 
for help? Every time you contribute, you are helping to save a child, guide parents 
through crisis they never imagined facing, create forever families through foster care 
and adoption, and help ensure that no one in need is turned away. With recent state 
budget cuts, LFCS must rely even more on the generosity of others. To donate, visit 
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the LFCS website at lfcsmo.org and click on “Donate” at the top of the screen, or call 
1-866-326-5327 for more information. 

KFUO Notes 

This week on KFUO.org, hear about tasty Christmas treats with the STL District Dairy 
Council this Tuesday, December 12, at 10 a.m.; cover 1 John, Jude, and dive into 
Revelation on “Sharper Iron” with Rev. Jonathan Fisk weekdays at 8 a.m.; and begin 
studying Titus on “Thy Strong Word” weekdays beginning this Wednesday, December 
13, at 11 a.m. Hear the live midweek Advent Service broadcast from Village Lutheran 
Church in Ladue this Wednesday, December 13, at 12 p.m. KFUO.org will broadcast 
the Lutheran Senior Services Christmas Special this Thursday, December 14, at         
1 p.m. Stay tuned for Christmas Music for the Sacred Season beginning Sunday, 
December 24, and continuing through Epiphany. Call 800-730-2727 or e-mail 
letstalk@kfuo.org to join the conversation on “Let’s Talk!”. Have a question or 
comment about KFUO? Find KFUO @KFUOradio on Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram. 
(All programs are archived at KFUO.org for 24/7 on-demand listening.) 

 

Weekly Devotions (Advent 3) 

Hymn of the Week 

LSB 341  
“Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” 

Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates! 
Behold, the King of glory waits. 

The King of kings is drawing near; 
The Savior of the world is here. 
Life and salvation He doth bring; 
Therefore rejoice and gladly sing. 

To God the Father raise 
Your joyful songs of praise. 

 Bible Stories 

12/11 – M:  Luke 1:5-25 
12/12 -- Tu:   Luke 1:26-38 
12/13 -- W:  Matthew 1:18-25 
12/14 -- Th:  Luke 1:39-56 
12/15 -- F:  Luke 1:57-80 

Bible Verse 
8
For by grace you have been saved 

through faith. And this is not your own 
doing; it is the gift of God, 

9
not a result of 

works, so that no one may boast. 
Ephesians 2:8–9 (ESV) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Catechism 

The Third Article and Meaning – 
Santification – “I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen.  What does this 
mean?  I believe that I cannot by my own 
reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, 
my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy 
Spirit has called me by the Gospel, 
enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified 
and kept me in the true faith.  In the same 
way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and 
sanctifies the whole Christian Church on 
earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in 
the one true faith.  In this Christian 
Church He daily and richly forgives all my 
sins and the sins of all believers.  On the 
Last Day He will raise me and all the 
dead, and give eternal life to me and all 
believers in Christ.  This is most certainly 
true.” 


